Class Newsletter








January 16, 2015
Dear Parents and Families,                                                                                         

Here’s a summary of what we learned this week and what’s coming up next week: 
We’ve launched a new interdisciplinary unit to teach informational text (non-fiction) in literacy and measurement in math, all through a penguin theme!  We’ll be really immersed in this cross-content unit for the month of January and into February.  Ask your child about our plane ride to Antarctica, their passports, and some of the things they know about penguins!
Readers’ Workshop- Informational Text- Our current learning target is I can identify different informational text features and use them to help me read with a purpose. Students are learning about informational text, or non-fiction, and how it differs from fiction.  We compared fiction books (which have story elements like characters, setting, problem, events, and solution,) to informational texts in our room that have a topic, theme, purpose, or question.  We learned about the different purposes and daily uses of informational text and how to activate our prior knowledge about a topic in order to “get our brains ready to read.”  We started our genre study with the questions, How is informational text different than fiction? How do I read informational text differently than fiction?  Readers will learned that when we read with a purpose (like to answer a question or learn some specific information) we skip around and find text features (like headings, photos, captions, and diagrams) to make decisions about what parts we’re going to read.  All students are being exposed to grade level texts and above grade level texts within our penguin theme, as well as informational texts at their “just right” level during guided reading groups and independent reading time. Next week, we will use the comprehension strategies we’ve already learned and apply them to informational text. When we encounter an informational text, we think about what we already know, start to make connections to other books or things in our world, formulate questions, and make inferences that will help us better understand new information in the text.   

In honor of the upcoming holiday on Monday, January 19th, to celebrate the birth of Martin Luther King, Jr., our class read the book, Martin’s Big Words, by Doreen Rappaport. We discussed how Martin Luther King, Jr. helped people recognize the importance of being inclusive of everyone, no matter what color/race they are.
Integrated Studies - Informational Text- Our current learning target is I can use text features in my own informational writing to help my reader better understand my topic. We are learning about different informational text features and how we can use them in our own informational writing to help our reader better understand our topic.  You can see how this is directly tied to our work in reading.  Students are learning one text feature at a time, finding them in different texts, exploring how we can use them to read with a purpose, and creating our own versions of them in our Informational Text Feature Notebooks.  This week we learned about Close-ups, which allow the reader to see details by showing things much bigger than our eyes usually get to see.  Close ups give us visual information that we might not otherwise get to learn.  We also learned about cutaways and comparisons. Cutaways allow the reader to see what something looks like on the inside, where as comparisons help the reader understand the size of something by comparing it to something familiar.  Having visual information helps us remember the new learning we encounter and helps us go back into an informational text with our purpose in mind.
Reading Homework- Students are expected to be reading their books to you at home 3-5 days a week, and returning their books to school once or twice a week to trade in for new ones.  I have been keeping track of who is bringing books in weekly so I can monitor progress with reading homework.  It is SO important for students to make reading at home part of their routine.  I really appreciate your support with this at home.  There are still a few students whose book bags I haven’t seen in awhile. Please look for them at home.  If you believe the books are lost, please contact me either via email or send a note into school.  I want students to be responsible for our materials and am holding them accountable for their homework bags and books.  Thank you for your support!
Math – Linear Measurement and Comparison Language- Our current learning targets are I can measure an objects length. and I can compare objects as taller and shorter. We’ve just launched our new unit in Math, which focuses on linear measurement, comparing measurements, and using text features like charts and tables to help us locate information, all through a penguin theme. First graders are using inches as a standard unit of linear measurement.  This week we learned about the Rockhopper and King penguins. Information about each of the penguins is presented in the form of a catchy rap-style poem. Students read it closely to gather information and highlight the important parts about the penguin’s appearance, life cycle, and enemies. They then recorded this information on a data sheet, indicating beak, feet, front and back colors for each penguin, along with their height and weight. Children are also gaining understanding of such measurements as “16 inches” and “3 pounds” by cutting string to each penguin’s height, and by lifting a bag of blocks that replicates the weight of the penguin. When they pick up the bag, they are able to feel how heavy a 3-pound penguin might be to lift. We are using comparative language to talk about penguins being “taller than”, “shorter than”, “heavier than”, or “lighter than” other penguins and to ourselves.  You can support this learning at home by measuring objects around the house in inches and using comparative language to talk about things you find at home and in the community.
Word Work –  Our current Fundations unit is: Blends, Blends at the beginning and end of words; with digraphs, bonus letters, glued sounds, -ng and -nk endings. Example words include: thump, clams, stack, spill, squish
Sight words we studied and quizzed this week: more, write, way, people, than
Next week’s sight words are: long, down, part, made, any
You can find all our sight words to date, as well as what’s coming up next at
http://mrsgalushasfirstgrade.weebly.com/word-work.html
Some other logistics:

· NO SCHOOL on MONDAY, January 19th, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
· Many students have chapped lips with the very dry air. Please send a lip moisturizer such as chap-stick or lip balm if your child is experiencing chapped lips.
· The annual winter music concert is just around the corner! K-2 will be performing on Wednesday, February 11th at 6:00pm.
Please feel free to contact us anytime, and please check out our website!
Sincerely,
Jeannine E. Galusha
jgalusha@bsdvt.org
www.mrsgalushasfirstgrade.weebly.com              www.twitter.com/galusha1stgrade




